Charge of VAT on GO trades

The following table is the result of a short survey of
AIB members and observers, regarding whether or
not VAT is charged on GO trades— in general this
seems to be the case, although it is by no means
clearin all countries, and the legal basis for making
such charges is sometimes unclear.

The next issue of the AIB Newsletter will contain
another survey of members and observers, this
time identifying the competent bodies respon-
sible for issuing guarantees of origin (GOs) for

renewable energy (RES), and for high-efficiency
cogeneration (HEC), as the two are not always

the same. It will also highlight whether separate
electronic documents are issued for each type of
GO (RES and HEC), or whether a single electronic
document conveys both types of GO.”
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SEMO would not have sight of the sale arrangements, as by law the issuing body is not
allowed to be involved in trading. However, 3 market party said that VAT is charged if the
buyer is in the same country — so if GOs are sold between Irish account holders, then VAT

is charged; but if an Irish account holder buys from (e.g)) another EU country, then VAT
is not charged (although they are informed of the VAT number of the seller so they can

confirm that it is VAT registered).

Traders say they charge 6% VAT to end consumers, but VAT does not apply to purchases
of GOs from other countries. VAT on energy prices is always 6% in Luxembourg.
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